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Abstract
We looked at different approaches to managing bacterial canker in tomatoes, including seed 
treatments and their impact on seed germination, soil and foliar treatments in the greenhouse, and 
soil and foliar treatments in the field. We also provided cooperating growers with transplants 
from hot water and acid treated seed grown in an uncontaminated greenhouse to demonstrate the 
impact of seed treatments and greenhouse sanitation on disease development in the field. The 
effect of seed treatments ranged from a 7.8% decrease to u 2.7% increase in germination in the 
seed lots we treated. Bacterial canker did not appear in the research farm trial plots so we were 
not able to evaluate the efficacy of the seed, soil, and foliar treatments. In cooperating grower’s 
fields the impact of seed treatment and greenhouse sanitation was not readily apparent. At one 
farm, bacterial canker first appeared outside the demonstration area and appeared subsequently at 
nearly the same time on treated and untreated transplants in the demonstration area, so the impact 
of seed treatment was not clear. At the other farm, only a small amount of bacterial canker was 
found while scouting the untreated plants, and did not show up in our harvest evaluation, so it 
was again not possible to evaluate the effect of seed treatment and greenhouse sanitation. 
Growers with recurring problems with bacterial canker need to use an integrated management 
approach that includes field rotation, greenhouse sanitation and treatments, and field sanitation 
and treatments. Seed treatment may be worthwhile for growers who have not had prior problems 
^vith canker.
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